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Before the Department of Environmental Health (DEH) can issue a septic tank permit
for a new dwelling, all of the following will be required.

A layout design of the proposed construction and septic system is required.  This may
need to be as part of a percolation test report.  The size of the sewage disposal system
is a function of the number of bedrooms or dwellings and the percolation rate.

The layout or percolation test approval is valid for one year, but may be extended to two
years under certain conditions.  Please refer to DEH Form 704, Rev. 98, entitled Layout
of Sewage Disposal Systems for required information and a sample drawing.

Information on the layout shall also include the septic certification found in one of the
following documents: Recorded Map, Parcel Map, Division of Land Plat, Boundary
Adjustment, Certificate of Compliance, approved Percolation Test or a Layout with a
waiver of percolation testing.  A previously approved, valid layout must reflect the
current proposed development of the parcel including dwelling size and location,
grading and any recent off-site impacts that may affect septic system siting; otherwise, a
field review will be required.

A percolation test will be required when no previous DEH certification exists on the
parcel, grading has occurred in the proposed septic system location, the system is
being shifted out of the previously tested and approved area or a disposal system other
than previously approved leach lines is being proposed.
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          THE SEPTIC LAYOUT

DEH recommends that you always size your septic system to accommodate
one additional bedroom and that a septic tank effluent filter be installed on the
outlet side of the septic tank.  The minimum size septic tank is 1,000 gallons
for 2 to 3 bedrooms, 1,200 gallons for 4 bedrooms and 1,500 gallons for 5 or 6
bedrooms.  This does not apply to second dwellings, which may require an
additional septic tank and separate leach field.  The layout approval is the plan
check for the sewage disposal system and is not the permit for the installation.
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Upon approval of a layout by DEH, the Specialist will write in the grading line on the
approval form indicating whether a field check of completed grading is required prior to
issuance of a septic tank permit.  Keep in mind that DEH grading approval is not the
same as Department of Planning and Land Use (DPLU), Building Division or
Department of Public Works grading approval.

§ Minor Grading: Processed through the DPLU, Building Division.  Please see the
Grading Plan Checklist (DPLU:BLDG-009, Rev. 1-99).  Phone:  (858) 565-5920.

§ Major Grading: Processed through the Department of Public Works, Land
Development Division, Grading Improvements.  Please see Major Grading Plan
Checklist.  Phone:  (858) 694-3281.

Minor and/or major grading plans will be reviewed by DEH prior to grading to determine
impacts to the approved septic system.  After actual grading, the appropriate DEH field
office must be contacted to arrange for a field check, unless the field check is waived on
the layout approval.

The DEH recommends that you obtain approval of your septic system prior to
expending funds for a final set of architectural plans for your home.  Plans for a new or
second dwelling must be submitted to the DPLU, Building Division at the Ruffin Road
office for processing and approval.  Upon approval of the plans, the owner/agent may
hand carry the plans to the DEH counter at any of the DEH field offices for a verification
of bedrooms.  Bedrooms are used to determine the potential occupancy of a dwelling
and therefore the potential amount of wastewater that will be generated.  Libraries,
dens, sewing rooms, recreation rooms and similar rooms may be counted as bedrooms
unless the entrance wall is greater than 50% open or other means which eliminate
privacy.  The presence of a closet is not a determining factor for a bedroom.

        GRADING PLAN
     (IF APPLICABLE)

        HOUSE PLAN REVIEW

    It is recommended that you bring your copy of the approved
    septic layout to shorten processing time.
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DEH will require proof of potable water supply.  A municipal water supply should be
confirmed with proof of a meter connection.  A domestic water well will require proof of
potability.  Provide a copy of the Well Laboratory Report that indicates the absence of
bacteria and nitrate contamination of less than 10 mg/l of Nitrate-N or 45 mg/l of nitrate.
The date of the test cannot be more than 3 years old.  If a valid test does not exist, the
well must be sampled for bacteriological and nitrate levels.  Samples may be obtained
by one of two methods:

§ DEH Sample:

For new wells, DEH will accept delivered water samples without charge and send
these to the Public Health Laboratory for processing, if the request is made within
one year of well application approval.

For existing wells, the owner/agent can take the sample and bring to a DEH field
office after paying a $40.00 fee and obtaining the sample kit and instructions.

§ Certified Laboratory Sample:

This Department will accept water sample analysis results from any State-certified
laboratory for the purposes of issuing permits.  Contact any of the above offices for a
list of certified laboratories.

         POTABLE WATER SUPPLY

When all applicable items above have been completed to the
satisfaction of this Department, a septic tank permit can be
issued to the owner/agent or to a contractor with the required
license(s) from any of the above-listed DEH offices.  The fee for
a septic tank permit for new construction is $230. The permit is
valid for one year.

Septic system requirements are different for a second dwelling unit, usually
resulting in a separate septic tank and disposal system.  Requirements are usually
the same for accessory apartments (granny flats), accessory living quarters, guest
living quarters and farm employee housing.

In order to make septic tank permit processing as smooth as possible, it is
recommended that you maintain a record of all paperwork and project control
numbers obtained from each Department.


